
 

 

Dear Administrator,  

I hope this message finds you well and inspired by the incredible work happening in your school 
community. As an educator and leader, you know better than anyone how powerful it is when students 
are given space to express themselves, be recognized for their talents, and grow in confidence.  

That’s exactly why I am reaching out—to encourage you to consider starting and/or renewing an 
Educational Theatre Association (EdTA) International Thespian Society (ITS) troupe at your school. A 
Thespian troupe isn’t just another club. It’s a nationally recognized honor society that celebrates 
student achievement in theatre—a credential that looks great on transcripts and helps students stand 
out as they prepare for college and careers.  

Here’s why schools across the country are finding a Thespian troupe to be such a game-changer:  

• Students get engaged. Theatre draws in kids who might otherwise feel disconnected. On stage 
or behind the scenes, they discover their voice, their confidence, and their place in the school 
community. There is power in coming together in person amidst our digital world where 
students often feel isolated and lonely.  

• The arts build the whole student. Theatre education builds empathy. Theatre weaves together 
music, literature, design, movement, and technology. At the same time, it fosters teamwork, 
communication, and problem-solving—the very skills students need to thrive in life.  

• It boosts academics. Research shows that students involved in theatre strengthen their 
reading comprehension, analysis, and critical thinking—skills that benefit every classroom.  

• It brings prestige. ITS is the only honor society for the arts that gives students nationally 
recognized credentials. For many, it’s the first time their creative dedication receives the same 
weight as other academic achievements.  

At a time when budgets are tight, your leadership matters more than ever. A Thespian troupe is a high-
impact, low-cost way to show your commitment to equity, creativity, and whole-student development. 
We’ll be with you every step of the way, from application to launch. Let’s make sure your students have 
the chance to shine, be recognized, and grow through the transformative power of theatre.  

Thank you for all that you do to support your students. If you’d like to explore starting a Thespian troupe 
at your school, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us directly at members@schooltheatre.org.  

With appreciation,  

Jay Gerlach 
Interim Executive Director 
Educational Theatre Association 


